AYELET GAMES 2011

Twenty young cricketers from the Bedouin town of Hura and Beer Sheva traveled down to Eilat to take part in the annual Ayelet Games.

Since the CrossBorderCricket programme was initiated 2 years ago, relations between the 2 communities have strengthened with each tournament.

The boys mixed and socialized with each other in the friendly atmosphere that the Ayelet Games provides and encourages as all on-field rivalry was forgotten.
On the field, however, competition was as fierce as ever.

The preliminary matches on Friday set up a Final between Hura 'A' and Ma'anit Beer Sheva.

Eitan Halabi(15), who had played for champions Kiryat Gat in the senior tournament and who had been chosen Man of the Match for a magnificent display of  left-arm medium pace(6 for 13 off 3 overs), was granted permission to play for the under-strength Beer Sheva.
The weather was perfect, and many proud parents had driven down from Beer Sheva to watch their boys perform.
The game was tight and tense throughout, advantage constantly swinging from side to side, until, on the very last ball scores were even. It was the perfect scenario – Adnan, the Hura captain, bowling to Eitan. Adnan ran in hard. The ball pitched short and flew over Eitan's head. No-ball! Beer Sheva were in the lead with an extra ball to be bowled! But then, inexplicably, Eitan, seeing the keeper fumble the ball, took off for a run. His partner didn't and he was run out. A dismissal carries a 3 run penalty and suddenly Beer Sheva's  euphoria turned to despair. Adnan unleashed an unplayable ball to the new batsman, and Hura's unbeaten record in Finals remained in tact.
Col Hacavod to Naor, a great believer in and supporter of  the Ayelet Games, for all his efforts in making both tournaments a success. Also for the way he worked tirelessly around the clock over the 3 days of competition to ensure the ICA  delegation's participation in the Games was an enjoyable, productive and worthwhile venture.
Congratulations also to Ayelet for another memorable Games, and for providing the stage for players of all ages, both Jews and Muslims, on which to perform and compete in an atmosphere of friendship and unity.

George Sheader 
